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STELLAR CAST AND CREW BRINGS TO LIFE A BROADWAY CLASSIC:  
DISNEY!S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST  

 
The area!s finest talent in both cast and crew has joined together to present the summer!s most cherished 
stage production, Disney!s Beauty And The Beast, presented by the Little Traverse Civic Theatre and The 
Association For Harbor Arts. 
 
Full dress rehearsals are soon underway with live music, a fabulous set design and stunning hair and 
make-up designed by industry professional, LeaAnne Montel. 
 
Montel moved to the Petoskey area nine years ago with her husband.  They hailed from Orlando where 
both worked for the Walt Disney Company.  While her husband held positions as a sound and lighting 
technician, Montel worked in different areas of the resort as a hair and make-up artist.   
 
Throughout her ten-year career at Disney, Montel had the privilege of playing an integral role in parades, 
attractions, and of course live stage productions.  She was also teamed with some of the first television 
shows produced on property at Disney!s MGM Studios (now Hollywood Studios).  One show in particular 
was The Mickey Mouse Club where Montel handled make-up and hair for performers such as Justin 
Timberlake, Britney Spears and Christina Aguilera. 
 
Most notably, Montel was hair and make-up artist for the Disney production, Beauty And The Beast Live 
On Stage, a 30-minute Broadway style musical which debuted on November 22, 1991 to coincide with the 
film!s premier held that same day.  Montel worked with a team of five other artists, handling hair and 
make-up for the entire cast.  Beauty And the Beast Live On Stage is currently the longest running stage 
show at the Walt Disney World Theme Park.  It also paved the way for development of the full-length 
stage musical, Disney!s Beauty And The Beast, noted as the sixth-longest running Broadway production 
of all time. 
 
Montel commented on the local production and the amount of talent throughout the production, ÒThere is 
so much talent in this show that people are just going to love it.  I am truly amazed at the talent in this 
area.  It sounds so good Ð the music and voices are just beautiful.  Honestly, people will be blown away.  
This show is of professional quality.Ó 
  
Disney!s Beauty And The Beast opened on Broadway at the Palace Theatre on April 18, 1994 and a third 
US National Tour is scheduled to begin in 2010.  In 2004, Disney released the show as a licensed stage 
show through Music Theatre International, making the script accessible in locations such as Harbor 
Springs.  The stage show is based on the 1991 movie.  Two different teams of writers made attempts at 
turning the Beauty and the Beast story into a screenplay.  After two failed attempts, the project was given 
to Linda Woolverton who co-wrote the screenplay and went on to write the Broadway musical version, for 
which she won a Tony Award. 
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The tale of Beauty and the Beast is one of the best-known stories in the world and variants of the tale 
appear in numerous cultures throughout history.  It is reported that the story had its start in Roman 
mythology and progressed verbally.  The first written version of Beauty and the Beast appeared in 1740 
by Madame Gabrielle de Villeneuve, who wrote a novella length version of the story for her court and 
salon friends.  Sixteen years later another version of the tale appeared by Madame Le Prince de 
Beaumont.  After de Villeneuve and de Beaumont published their respective versions, Beauty and the 
Beast grew in popularity and has since appeared in poetry, novellas, short stories, film, novels, and of 
course plays such as the upcoming production here in Harbor Springs. 
 
The upcoming production of Disney!s Beauty And The Beast features Jamie Platte as Belle and Anthony 
La Joye as Beast.  Platte was last seen on LTCT!s stage in I Love You, Youʼre Perfect, now Change.  She 
has a BA in vocal music from Eastern Michigan University and studied acting at The American 
Conservatory Theatre in San Francisco.  Platte commented on her excitement surrounding the 
production, ÒI am so excited to be part of such a great cast.  It has been fun for me to work with such a 
talented and experienced group of actors.  The enthusiasm is great!Ó.   
 
Male lead Anthony La Joye is a local award-winning singer who has been performing since 2005.  He was 
winner of the first Northern Michigan Idol Contest in 2007 and was a finalist in the Traverse City Idol 
Contest last fall.  La Joye is a voice student of Peter Sims, musical director for the show and director of 
the Northern Michigan Chorale.  As a pianist, La Joye earned third place in the Great Lakes Chamber 
Orchestra!s Concerto Competition in 2007.  He is one of 14 children and currently attends North Central 
Michigan College in Petoskey. 
 
This summer!s performance of Disney!s Beauty And The Beast is scheduled for July 15, 17, 18, 19, 21 & 
22 at the Harbor Springs Performing Arts Center. Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased over the 
phone at 231.348.1850 or online at www.ltct.org ($15 for adults and $10 for children ages 10 and under).  
Tickets can also be purchased in person at the LTCT box office, located inside the Crooked Tree Arts 
Center in Petoskey, Monday Ð Saturday 10 am Ð 2 pm.  Preview night, July 15, boasts a general ticket 
price of $10 for all guests.  All seating is reserved and advance tickets are recommended. 
 
Playing on the naturally fitting ÒBe Our GuestÓ theme Ð a musical highlight of the show, Stafford!s 
Hospitality, Inc. has graciously offered to present a series of performance-related events and promotions. 
 
The greatest of these efforts is the Be Our Guest Summer Soiree, a fundraising event planned at 
Stafford!s Pier Restaurant in Harbor Springs, Wednesday, July 8; 5-8 pm.  Mingle with cast members, 
meet organization board members, partake in an array of scrumptious hors d!oeuvres, and enjoy live local 
music including show excerpts by lead performers all while supporting the missions of The Association 
For Harbor Arts and Little Traverse Civic Theatre in their production of Disney!s Beauty And The Beast. 
 
The July 8 fundraising event is open to the public and to all supporters of area arts are encouraged to 
attend.  For reservations, please call Jody Ewbank at Stafford!s Pier Restaurant; 231-526-6201 or 
jody@staffords.com ($25 per guest includes a chance at several Living Arts door prizes). 
 
In addition to the Be Our Guest Summer Soiree, Stafford!s Pier Restaurant will also be offering a special 
Prix Fixe Be Our Guest Theatre Menu throughout the run of the show.  July 15, 17, 18, 19, 21, & 22, this 
special three-course menu will be available at $29 per adult guest and $9 per child and is themed to the 
acts of the performance.  Enjoy menu items such as Gazpacho de Gaston and Cr•me Brulee de la Belle.  
The Prix Fixe Be Our Guest Theatre Menu will be served nightly for reservations between 4:30 and 6 pm. 
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The upcoming production of Disney!s Beauty And The Beast is sponsored by First Community Bank, 
Between The Covers Book Cellar of Harbor Springs and The Spa At The Inn At Bay Harbor.  The 
production is proud to work with CMU Public Broadcasting as the official media partner.  For additional 
information on this summer!s performance of Disney!s Beauty And The Beast, please visit 
www.harboraha.org or www.ltct.org. 
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