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LOCAL WEBSITE LAUNCHED TO PROMOTE
DESTINATION WEDDINGS THROUGHOUT NORTHERN MICHIGAN

Harbor Springs, MI - Northern Nuptials, Northern Michigan!s Premier Wedding Guide has launched the
online portion of the promotion, www.northernnuptials.com, a site specifically designed to promote
destination weddings throughout northern Michigan. The site is the brainchild of Harbor Springs
marketing consultant, Ami Woods and was developed locally by Gaslight Media of Petoskey.

The main goal of the site is to promote destination weddings throughout northern Michigan. The idea was
sparked by the current economic situation facing northern Michigan and the state as a whole.

International data has proven that in times of crisis, financial included, couples tend to pair off and seek
the security of a partnership. Woods experienced this very situation while working as the private events
manager at one of Chicago’s top wedding venues, the Chicago History Museum when it took nearly two
years to accommodate the 9/11 - related engagements. Woods commented, “It's been proven many
times over that four things will undoubtedly increase during a crisis: abuse of drugs and alcohol, interest
in religion, the number of births, and the number of marriages.” A recent article in the UK’s Telegraph
noted bookings across the country for churches and venues are up 25-70%. Further studies were done
on the unexpected 1998 economic crisis in Southeast Asia when increased entry into marriage was
documented immediately following the crisis.

With these studies in mind, Woods developed Northern Nuptials to increase destination weddings
throughout Northern Michigan. Currently over 50% of area weddings are couples from out of town; that
number is expected to rise in coming months. The site’s service area includes all businesses located in
or providing services to the areas north of the 45" parallel up to the Straits of Mackinac and east/west to
lakes Huron and Michigan.

Woods has aggressive plans for marketing the site including reaching out to top wedding planners and
media in areas such as Chicago, Columbus, Nashville, St. Louis, Grand Rapids and Indianapolis. Woods
also hopes to partner with area Chambers, CVBs, and even county communications departments on
promotion of the area as a destination weddings location. The site is designed as the premier online
resource for anyone planning a northern Michigan wedding and includes many unique features created to
offer a seamless and hassle free planning process.

For additional information on becoming a vendor or partnerships/advertising opportunities with Northern
Nuptials, please visit www.northernnuptials.com.
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